
F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

A s you d o u b t le s s  k n o w ,  th e  C o m m i t te e  
p ro p o sa ls  fo r  s u b s c r ip t io n  in c re a s e  w ere  
re jec ted  by the  r e c e n t  EGM. As a lready 
n o tif ied  to you, th e re  will now be ano ther  
E G M  for  a s im ila r  purpose .  I am inform ed 
t h a t  th e  O f f i c e r s  w i l l  c i r c u l a t e  a f u l l  
in form ation  p ack  to  m em bers  this t im e, and 
so I do not p ro p o se  to say m uch about  the 
deta il;  that I leave  to  those  m ore versed  in 
the  matter.

There  has been, it seem s,  much c r it ic ism  of 
the  C o m m it tee ’s p re v io u s  proposa ls ;  some, 
doubtless ,  fu l ly  ju s t i f i e d  but a g reat  deal not 
so. It seems ap p ro p r ia te  to cover a few of 
t h o s e  a r e a s .  I t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f o r  th e  
C om m ittee  to a n sw e r  m ost  o f  the c rit ic ism s,  
a n d  t h i s  c o l u m n  is  n o t  i n t e n d e d  as  a 
m ou thp iece  fo r  th e  C om m ittee .  But in some 
respects ,  my c o n ce rn  is that certa in  o f  the 
c r it ic ism s and, p o ss ib ly ,  the re sponses  to 
them  may not re a l ly  serve  the In s t i tu te ’s real 
in terests.

Policy  - a po licy  to  im prove  the image o f  the 
p ro f e s s io n  by a u g m e n t in g  its  s t a f f  - is, 
indeed a m atte r  fo r  m em bers.  I was under 
the  im press ion  m y s e l f  that this po licy  had 
been d em anded  at recen t  A G M ’s, but it is 
the  m em b e rsh ip ’s r igh t  to change  its mind 
( i f  indeed that is w h a t  has happened) .  W hile  
I have my own v iew ,  that is personal  and not 
a matter fo r  this jo u rn a l .  Up to a po in t,  the 
genera l  s t ra teg y  fo r  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  a 
policy  is also a m a t te r  fo r  m em bers.  There  is 
a full and u n d e n ia b le  r igh t  to a voice  and a 
v o te  on m atte rs  w h ic h  d irec t ly  a ffec t  the 
in terests  o f  m em bers .

In  my view , h o w e v e r ,  some deta i ls  o f  the 
im p lem en ta t ion  c a n n o t  be a m at te r  on w hich  
a ll  m em bers sh o u ld  be  consu lted .  In term s, 
fo r  exam ple,  o f  a p p o in tm en t  o f  staff,  it is 
sim ply  not a p ra c t i c a l  p roposi t ion  to have  a 
se lec t ion  c o m m it te e  o f  over two thousand. 
T h e  c o m m i t t e e s  a re  e le c te d  to  ru n  th is  
Ins t i tu te  ( I am lo o k in g  pa r ticu la r ly ,  here,  at 
the  HKIS). H a v in g  e lec ted  the com m ittees ,  
the  m em bers m u s t  p e rm i t  them  a reasonable  
f reedom  to ca r ry  o u t  the ir  re sp o n s ib i l i ty .  
S im i la r ly ,  w i th  s a l a r i e s  and  t e rm s ,  th a t  
s im ply  is n o t  r e a l l y  a m a t te r  fo r  p u b l ic

debate .  I agree ,  o f  course ,  that g ove rnm en t  
in d ica tes  its scale  leve ls ,  and that pub lic  
co m pan ies  rep o r t  the broad rem u n e ra t io n  of 
the ir  m ost  sen io r  execu tives .  T hat  is p roper.  
But the p ub l ic  (w ith  respec t  to G overnm en t)  
and the  sh a reho lders  (with respec t  to public  
com pan ies )  do not have  any s ign if ican t  input 
into those  scales  and execu tive  sa laries.  And 
in d iv id u a ls ’ spec if ic  rem unera t ion  is rarely  
d irec t ly  d ivu lged .  There  should  be some 
f a i t h  in  th e  c o m m i t t e e  th a t  a p p r o p r ia t e  
p ackages  will be negotia ted .

T h e r e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  c o m m e n t  on  th e  
qua li f ica t io n s  requ ired  for the post  c rea ted .  
The ques t ions  asked  scarce ly  do ju s t ic e  to an 
a v e r a g e  s i x t h  fo rm  s t u d e n t .  Y e s ,  th e  
c o m m it te e  w ou ld  p re f e r  a C an to n ese  
speaker.  M em bers  m ay not have noticed , 
but the execu tive  post  was advert ised ,  after  
c o n s u l ta t io n  w ith  p e r s o n n e l  se le c t io n  
p r o f e s s io n a l s .  T h e  i n te r v i e w e r s  and  the  
c o m m i t te e  w h ic h  e n d o r se d  the  s e le c t io n  
inc luded  C an tonese  speakers  and I am sure 
the va lue  o f  language  abili ty  is not lost  on 
them . But I am equally  confiden t  that they 
m ade  the se lec t io n  based  on the v a r io u s  
ta lents  o f  the cand ida tes  who cam e forw ard . 
All of the Committee are reasonably senior 
pro fe ss io n a ls  who do have some idea o f  how 
to run  businesses .  It wholly  escapes me why 
there should be an assumption that, on just 
th is  one occasion , they should have becom e 
u tte r ly  ir ra t iona l  in pe rsonne l  se lec t ion .

I s im ply  do not unders tand  why (o ther  than, 
o f  c o u r s e ,  p e r s o n a l  m o t iv a t io n s )  s e n io r  
m em bers  who accep ted ,  w ithout  dem ur,  the 
e lec tion  o f  this co m m ittee  and the po lic ies  
d iscussed  in A G M s should  now adopt such 
s im plis tic  (and quite  un jus t if ied)  c rit ic ism s. 
Y ou m ay not agree  with w hat the com m ittee  
has  t r ie d  to  do , and  it  is y o u r  r ig h t  to 
d i s a g r e e  a n d  h a v e  y o u r  o w n  p o l i c i e s  
im p lem en ted  if  you carry  the vote. But to 
assum e that the C om m ittee  does not know 
w hat it  is doing  or is unaw are  o f  the snags 
a n d  th e  p i t f a l l s  is to  r e v e a l  y o u r  o w n  
in ab il i ty  to  th ink  the m atter  through . By all 
m eans,  d isagree ; but do not im ag ine  fo r  a 
m o m en t  that those  with  whom  you d isagree  
a re  l e s s  i n f o r m e d  o r  l e s s  c l e v e r  t h a n  
y ourse lf .  T h o se  who u n d e res t im a te  the ir  
o pposi t ion  are those  who usua lly  fail .
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J u n i o r  O rg a n i s a t i o n  o n c e  a g a in  o r g a n i s e d  a t e rm  v is i t  to  ta lk  to  s u r v e y in g  s tu d en ts  at th e  te r t i a ry  i n s t i tu t io n s  -H o n g  K o n g  

U n iv e r s i t y ,  H o n g  K o n g  P o ly t e c h ic  U n iv e r s i t y  and  th e  C i ty  U n iv e r s i t y .  T h e  p h o to s  s h o w  E r ic  A u ,  (C h a i rm a n ,  Q S D ) ,  

S te p h e n  Y ip  (C h a i r m a n ,  G P D )  and  P h i l l ip  K a m  (C h a i rm a n ,  JO )  a d v i s in g  the  s t u d e n t s  on  “ w h a t  i t ’s a l l  a b o u t ” ！

D i v i s i o n s

A S S E S S M E N T  O F  
P R O F E S S I O N A L  
C O M P E T E N C E  - 
1 9 9 5  S E S S I O N S  O F  
F I N A L  A S S E S S M E N T S

Building Surveying Division :
1995 Assessments

T h e  1995 s e s s io n  o f  P ra c t i c a l  T a s k  and  

F in a l  A s s e s s m e n t s  w i l l  b e  h e ld  d u r in g  

th e  w e e k  b e g i n n i n g  6 t h  N o v e m b e r  

1995.  T h e  a p p l i c a t io n  p e r i o d  is f ro m  

1st to  15th  A u g u s t  1995 .  A p p l ic a t i o n  

fo r m s  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  th e  A d ­

m in i s t r a t i o n  O f f i c e  f ro m  1st J u n e  1995.

General Practice Division :
Autumn Assessments

T h e  A u tu m n  se s s io n s  o f  th e  G P  A P C  

F in a l  A s s e s s m e n t s  w i l l  b e  h e ld  in  O c to ­

b e r  1995 .  T h e  a p p l i c a t io n  p e r i o d  is 

f ro m  15th  to  3 1 s t  J u ly  1995 .  A p p l i c a ­

t io n  fo rm s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f ro m  the  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  O f f i c e  f r o m  1st J u n e  

1995.

Quantity Surveying Division :
1995 Assessments

T h e  1995 s e s s io n s  o f  F in a l  A s s e s s m e n t s  

w i l l  b e  h e ld  on  18th  an d  19th  S e p te m ­

b e r  1995.  T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p e r i o d  is 

f ro m  1st to  15th  J u n e  1995 .  A p p l i c a ­

t io n  fo r m s  w il l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f ro m  the  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  O f f i c e  f r o m  1st J u n e  

1995.

T h e  P r e l i m i n a r y  T e s t  f o r  c a n d i d a t e s  

ta k in g  F in a l  A s s e s s m e n t  fo r  the  f i r s t  

t im e  o n ly  w i l l  b e  h e ld  on  th e  m o r n in g  

o f  S a tu r d a y  2 2 n d  J u ly  a t  th e  H o n g  

K o n g  P o ly t e c h n ic ,  an d  c a n d id a te s  w ho  

e x p e c t  to  ta k e  th e  P r e l im in a r y  T e s t  are 

a s k e d  to  p u t  th i s  d a t e  in  t h e i r  d ia r ie s  

now . I t  m a y  b e  an a p p r o p r ia t e  o p p o r t u ­

n i ty  to  r e m in d  p r o s p e c t i v e  c a n d id a te s  

th a t  the  P r e l im in a r y  T e s t  is a p a p e r  d e ­

s ig n e d  to  te s t  th e  c a n d i d a t e s ’ k n o w l ­

e d g e  o f  th e  b a s i c s  o f  th e  p r o f e s s i o n  in 

th e  a rea s  o f  T e c h n o lo g y ,  M e a s u re m e n t ,  

C o n t r a c t  an d  QS p ra c t ic e .

I t  is in t e n d e d  th a t  th e  u p - to -d a t e  H ong  

K o n g  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  A P C  R u le s  and  

G u i d e s  f o r  t h e  B u i l d i n g  S u r v e y i n g ,  

G e n e ra l  P r a c t i c e  an d  Q u a n t i ty  S u r v e y ­

in g  D iv i s i o n s  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  an d  

a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  1st J u n e  1995.

L A N D  S U R V E Y I N G  
D I V I S I O N
B y  W o n g  C h u n g  H a n g

F r o m  t im e  to  t im e ,  a p r i v a t e  p r a c t i s in g  

la n d  s u r v e y o r  m a y  d i s a g r e e  w i th  a n ­

o th e r  l a n d  s u r v e y o r ’s w o rk .  T h i s  h a p ­

p e n s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w h e n  tw o  p a r t i e s  

h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t s  r e g a r d ­

in g  lo t  b o u n d a r i e s ,  so th a t  th e  c o m m o n  

b o u n d a r y  w i l l  be  d i f f e r e n t  d e p e n d in g  

on  w h a t  in f o rm a t io n  h a s  b e e n  r e c e iv e d .  

I f  th e  tw o  la n d  su r v e y o r s  in  su ch  cases  

c o u ld  m e e t  to  e x c h a n g e  in f o r m a t i o n  r e ­

c e i v e d ,  t h e n  a n y  d i s p u t e  m a y  b e  

a v o i d e d ,  an d  the  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  c o m ­

m o n  b o u n d a r y  ag reed .

T h e  L S D  C o u n c i l  is n o w  c o n s i d e r i n g  a 

p o s s i b l e  ro l e  fo r  th e  I n s t i t u te  in  a r b i ­

t r a t i n g  b o u n d a r y  d is p u te s .  I t  p o rp o s e s  

th e  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  a  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  

G r o u p  to  p r o v id e  a f o r u m  fo r  p r iv a te  

p r a c t i s in g  la n d  su r v e y o r s  to  e x c h a n g e  

in f o r m a t i o n  an d  f o s t e r  g o o d w i l l .  T h e  

L S D  C o u n c i l  w o u ld  w e lc o m e  an y  v ie w s  

an d  s u g g e s t io n s  f ro m  m e m b e r s .  P le a se  

c o n t a c t  any  L S D  C o u n c i l  m e m b e r  o r  the 

L S D  H o n .  S e c re t a ry  w h o  m a y  b e  c o n ­

t a c te d  th r o u g h  the  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  O f ­

f ice .

Q u a n t i t y  S u r v e y i n g  D iv i s io n  - C P D  E v e n t  - S i te  V is i t  to  T s in g  M a  B r id g e ,  S a tu r d a y  1st A p r i l
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S u r v e y i n g

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  
G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G S

A n  E G M  o f  th e  H o n g  K o n g  I n s t i t u te  o f  

S u rv e y o r s  h e ld  o n  1 1th A p r i l ,  a R e s o l u ­

t i o n  w as  p u t  to  m e m b e r s  fo r  an in c re a se  

in  th e  l e v e l  o f  A n n u a l  S u b s c r i p t i o n  

F ees .  T h e  R e s o l u t i o n  w as  n o t  p a s s e d .  

M e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  r e q u e s t e d  fu r th e r  e x ­

p la n a to ry  and  b a c k g r o u n d  in f o rm a t io n  

to  a l low  th e m  to  s u p p o r t  the  in c rea se .  

A  fu r th e r  E G M  w o u ld  th e n  b e  c o n ­

ve n e d .  A  fu l l  p a c k a g e  o f  e x p la n a to ry  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r e l a t e d  m a te r i a l  has  

n o w  b ee n  p r e p a r e d  and  al l F e l lo w  and  

A s s o c i a te  m e m b e r s  o f  the  In s t i t u te  w il l  

h a v e  re c e iv e d  th i s .

T h e  E x t r a o r d in a r y  G e n e ra l  M e e t in g  o f  

th e  In s t i t u te  h a s  n o w  b e e n  re c o n v e n e d ,

an d  al l  m e m b e r s  w i l l  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  the  

N o t i c e  an d  o th e r  r e l e v a n t  d o c u m e n ts .  

F u l l  d e ta i l s  a re  fu r th e r  g iv e n  b e lo w .

Im m e d i a t e l y  fo l l o w in g  the  E G M  o f  the  

H K IS  on  11 th  A p r i l  an d  E x t r a o rd in a r y  

G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  R IC S  H o n g  

K o n g  B r a n c h  w as  he ld .  T w o  R e s o l u ­

t io n s  w e re  p r o p o s e d  to  m e m b e r s .  T h e  

f i r s t  R e s o lu t io n  w as : -

“ T h a t  a t t a c h e d  c la s s e s ,  i .e .  P r o ­

b a t io n e r s  an d  S tu d e n t s  o f  th e  I n s t i t u ­

t i o n  sha l l  p ay  b y  w ay  o f  A n n u a l  S u b ­

s c r ip t i o n  to  th e  H o n g  K o n g  B ra n c h  

su ch  a m o u n t  as m a y  f ro m  t im e  to  t im e  

b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

m e m b e r s  o f  th e  B r a n c h  at a g e n e ra l  

m e e t i n g  c a l l e d  fo r  th a t  p u r p o s e  an d  a p ­

p r o v e d  by  G e n e ra l  C o u n c i l . ’ ，

T h is  R e s o l u t i o n  w a s  a d o p t e d  b y  th e  

M e e t in g .

T h e  s e c o n d  R e s o l u t i o n ,  t o  f i x  t h e  

a m o u n t  o f  A n n u a l  S u b s c r i p t i o n  F e e s  

p a y a b l e  by  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  H o n g  K o n g  

B r a n c h  w as  w i th d r a w n  in th e  l ig h t  o f  

th e  r e s u l t  o f  the  p r e v io u s  H K IS  E G M .

T h e  E x t r a o r d in a r y  G e n e ra l  M e e t in g  o f  

th e  R IC S  H o n g  K o n g  B r a n c h  has  no w  

b e e n  re c o n v e n e d ,  an d  al l m e m b e r s  w il l  

h a v e  r e c e i v e d  the  N o t ic e  and  o th e r  r e l ­

e v a n t  d o c u m e n ts .  F u l l  d e t a i l s  a re  f u r ­

th e r  g iv e n  b e lo w .

University of Reading

MBA in Construction and Real Estate
by distance learning

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G S
T H E  H O N G  K O N G  I N S T I T U T E  O F  

S U R V E Y O R S

N otice  is h e re b y  g iven  tha t  an E x t r a o rd in a ry  G ene ra l  
M eeting of  the  H ong K ong Ins t i tu te  o f  Surveyors  wil l be 
held on T h u rsd a y  8th June  1995 at The C hate r  Rooms, 
Royal H ong K o n g  Jockey  Club, Shan K w ong  R oad ,  H appy  
Valley at 6 .00  p.m.

The purpose  o f  the M eet ing  is, in accordance  w ith  the 
C onst i tu t ion  and  Bye Laws of  the H ong K ong Ins t i tu te  of 
Surveyors, to cons ide r  and if  though t  fi t adopt  a R eso lu t ion  
to set  the le ve ls  o f  A nnual Subscr ip t ion  and E n trance  Fees 
payable  by C orpo ra te  M em bers  and S tudents  w ith  effec t  
from 1st A pr i l  1995.

T H E  R O Y A L  I N S T I T U T I O N  O F  
C H A R T E R E D  S U R V E Y O R S ,

H O N G  K O N G  B R A N C H

Notice  is h e re b y  g iven  tha t  an E x t r a o rd in a ry  G enera l  
Meeting o f  th e  RICS H ong K ong B ranch  wil l be held  on 
Thursday 8th  Ju n e  1995 at The C ha te r  Room s,  R oyal  H ong 
Kong Jockey  C lub ,  Shan K w ong  Road,  H appy  V alley  at 
6.45 p.m.

The purpose  o f  the M eet ing  is, in accordance  w ith  the 
C onst i tu t ion  and  R egu la t ions  o f  the RICS H ong K ong 
Branch,  to co n s id e r  and if  though t  f i t  adopt  a R eso lu t ion  to 
set the leve ls  o f  Annual S ubscr ip t ion  and E n trance  Fees 
payable  by C o rp o ra te  M em bers  and A ttached  Classes with 
effect f rom  1st January  1995.

Prepared jointly by The College of Estate Management 
and the University of Reading, this distance learning 
course has been designed for those who are directly 
invo lved in or assoc ia ted  w ith the p roperty  and 
construction industry and wish to study corporate business 
administration at the highest level.

Course seminars are planned for the United Kingdom, 
Hong Kong and Singapore.

O P E N  M E E TIN G

Visit us at our Open Meeting at the Park Lane 
Hotel, Gloucester Road, Hong Kong, on 
Wednesday 14 June 1995 at 6.00-7.30 pm.

The College of Estate Management, W hiteknights ， 
Reading, England RG6 6AW.

Tel: 44 1734 861101. Fax: 44 1734 750188

f
TH E  C OLLEGE 
O F ESTATE 
M A NA G E M E N T
PMnn HMTh»Ou««n 
Prwd«« HnHTh»Pr*wo«Wjl«
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P U B L I C A T I O N S  
R E C E I V E D

C o p ie s  o f  the  f o l lo w in g  p u b l i c a t io n s  are  

a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  the  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  O f ­

f i c e  on  r e q u e s t  (ca l l  C o n i t a  M a k ) ,  e x ­

c e p t  th o s e  m a rk e d  “ fo r  r e f e r e n c e  o n l y ， ，  

w h ic h  in d i c a t e s  th a t  th e se  p u b l i c a t io n s  

a re  a v a i l a b l e  fo r  r e f e r e n c e  in  th e  A d ­

m in i s t r a t io n  O ff ice .

W o rk s  D ig e s t  - I s su e  N o .  20 ,  M a rc h  

1995 ( fo r  r e f e r e n c e  on ly )

W o rk s  B r a n c h  T e c h n ic a l  C i r c u l a r  No. 

6 /95  - “ I n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  A m e n d m e n t s  

i n to  C o n t r a c t  D o c u m e n t a t i o n ’， .

W o rk s  B ra n c h  T e c h n ic a l  C i r c u la r  No. 

2 /9 4 B  - “ R e g u la t i n g  A c t io n  on  C o n ­

t r a c to r s  C o n v ic t e d  o f  S i te  S a fe ty  R e ­

l a ted  O f fe n c e s  - C o m p o s i t i o n  o f  P a n e l  

o f  E n q u i r y ” .

L a n d s  T r i b u n a l  - J u d g m e n ts  and  D e c i ­

s io n s  - l i s t  o f  r e c e n t  c a se s ,  fu r th e r  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n  on  w h ic h  can  b e  o b ta in e d  

f r o m  th e  L a n d s  T r i b u n a l  on  H K IS  r e ­

q u es t .

L a n d  R e g i s t r y  C i r c u l a r  M e m o r a n d u m  

N o .  5 /95  - “ S e a rc h  o f  L o t  L a n d  R e g i s ­

te rs  in  T u e n  M u n  an d  Y u e n  L o n g  N e w  

T e r r i to r i e s  L a n d  R e g i s t r i e s ”

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P ro t e c t io n  D e p a r tm e n t  - 

P r o P E C C  P r a c t i c e  N o te s  3 /9 4  - 4<C on-  

t a m i n a t e d  L a n d  A s s e s s m e n t  a n d  

R e m e d i a t i o n ” ；  a n d  4 /9 4  - “ A ir  C o n d i ­

t i o n i n g  R e f r i g e r a n t s  - a T i m e  f o r  

C h a n g e ” .

P la n n in g ,  E n v i r o n m e n t  & L a n d s  B ra n c h  

- I n f o r m a t i o n  P a p e r  - “ C h a r g i n g  fo r  

D i s p o s a l  o f  W a s t e  at L a n d f i l l s  by  P r i ­

v a te  W a s t e  C o l l e c t o r s ” .

S u r v e y  & M a p p in g  O f f ic e  - U p d a te d  

fa c t s  s h e e t  o n  M a p p in g  d a te d  D e c e m b e r  

1994 .

L a n d  R e g is t ry  S ta t i s t i c s  - (i) C o n s o l i ­

d a t e d  M o n th ly  S ta t i s t i c s  in  r e s p e c t  o f  

d e e d s  re c e iv e d  fo r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  in  the  

U r b a n  a n d  N T  L a n d  R e g i s t r i e s  f o r  

M a r c h  1995;  (i i)  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  the  

s t a t i s t i c s  o f  M a r c h  1995 w i th  the  s t a t i s ­

t i c s  fo r  F e b ru a r y  1995 an d  M a r c h  1994; 

( i i i )  N u m b e r  o f  S a l e  an d  P u r c h a s e  

A g r e e m e n t s  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  M a r c h  1994 

to  M a r c h  1995; and  (iv) Y e a r - o n - y e a r  

ra t e  o f  c h a n g e  in th e  n u m b e r  o f  Sa le  

a n d  P u r c h a s e  A g re e m e n t s .

MKSBB
The Kowloon Motor Bus Co, (1933) Ltd, invites applications for the post o f  

Technical Officer (Ref:TCO)
- Higher Dip loma in Building Services Engineering,  Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering,  or 

Higher Diploma in Building Studies, Building Surveying, Building Technology and Management 

- 1  year’s relevant experience.

- Knowledge o f  AutoCAD and possession o f  driving licence will be an advantage.

Duties: 1. Formulate proposals on design, installation, maintenance and improvement o f  electrical and 

mechanical  facilities, or formulate proposals on alteration, maintenance, improvement and addition 

of  building fabrics.

2. Take measurements at sites.

3. Prepare drawings and contracts.

4. Monitor the building works carried out by contractors.

Please apply in own handwriting with detailed resume, contact tel. no., present and expected salary, a 

recent photo  and mark reference on the envelope to : T H E  H U M A N  R E S O U R C E S  M A N A G E R ,  T H E  

KOWLOON MOTOR BUS CO. (1933) LTD., NO. 1 PO LUN STREET, LAI CHI KOK, KOWLOON.
Applicants not interviewed by 15/6/95, may consider their applications unsuccessful.

mmB
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L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

D ear Sir

The Professional Taboo

T h is  is an  e c h o  to  th e  E d i t o r ’s c o m ­

m e n ts  a p p e a r in g  in  th e  F e b r u a r y  1995 

i s su e  o f  “ S u r v e y i n g ” .

T o  q u o t e  a n d  u n q u o t e  t h e  E d i t o r ’s 

S ta t e m e n t ,  w e ,  as p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  sh o u ld  

be ,  and  in  fa c t  m u s t  be ,  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  

p ro f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a rd s ;  th e  s t a n d a rd s ,  

the  m o ra ls  and  e th ic s ,  an d  the  id e a  o f  

r ig h t  an d  w ro n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t .  

B u t  try  to  r e c o l l e c t ,  f e l lo w  m e m b e r s  

a c t in g  as S u p e rv i s o r s  o f  g r a d u a t e  s u r ­

v e y o r s ,  h o w  o f te n  the  su b je c t  o f  p r o f e s ­

s iona l  e th ic s  a re  b e i n g  d e l iv e r e d  to  the  

y o u n g s t e r s ?

In m y o p in io n ,  t h e re  is n e i th e r  a b s o ­

lu te ly  r i g h t  n o r  a b s o lu te ly  w ro n g  p r o ­

f e s s io n a l  c o n d u c t ;  th e r e  m e r e ly  e x i s t s  

as a p p ro p r ia t e  o r  in a p p r o p r i a t e  d e e d s  

a n d  d e c i s io n s  in  r e s p e c t  o f  th e  c a r r y in g  

o u t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s .  B u t  h ow  

o f te n  are  th e  “ w h y ” a n d  “ w h y  n o t s ” in 

th is  r e s p e c t  h e r e o f  b e in g  in j e c t e d  in to  

the  m in d s  o f  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s - to - b e ?  

O n ly  on  ra r e  o c c a s io n s ,  I w o u ld  th ink!

“ S e l f - r e g u l a t i o n ” is o n e  o f  th e  g o ld e n  

t r ade  m a rk s  o f  al l p r o f e s s i o n s ,  o f  w h ic h  

the  s u r v e y in g  p r o f e s s i o n  is no  e x c e p ­

t ion .  B u t  w h a t  a re  t h e s e  s e l f - r e g u la t o r y  

m e a s u re s ,  an d  s h o u l d / c o u l d  m e m b e r s  

b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  th e  c o n s t a n t  c o n f l ic t s  

b e tw e e n  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  an d  c o m m e r ­

c ia l i sm ?  I t  is  a l l  v e ry  w e l l  c l a im in g  tha t  

w e ,  th e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S u rv e y o r ,  is p e r ­

fo r m in g  o u r  d u t i e s  w i th in  th e  a m b i t  o f  

the  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  (!) C o d e  o f  C o n d u c t  

la id  d o w n  by  th e  In s t i t u te .  B u t  t ry  to 

s ea rch ,  f e l lo w  m e m b e r s ,  in  y o u r  g lo s sy  

l ib ra ry ,  w h e th e r  y o u  a re  in  p o s s e s s io n  

o f  a c o p y  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t e ’s C o n s t i t u ­

t ion ,  th e  B y e  L a w s  a n d / o r  th e  C o d e  o f  

C o n d u c t?  T ry  to  r e c a l l  w h e n  w as  the  

la s t  t im e  y o u  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  a C P D  e v en t  

an d  w h e th e r  y o u  are  k e e p i n g  a p ro p e r  

r e c o r d  o f  C P D  a t t e n d a n c e  in  o rd e r  to 

d e m o n s t r a te ,  on  a s e l f - r e g u la t i n g  b a s i s ,  

y o u r  c o m p l i a n c e  o f  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

la id  d o w n  by  th e  I n s t i t u t i o n s ?

F r o m  m y  l im i te d  k n o w le d g e  a b o u t  the  

sy l la b u s  and  t r a in in g  m o d e  a d o p t e d  by 

th e  P o ly t e c h n ic s  an d  U n iv e r s i t i e s  p r o ­

d u c in g  g r a d u a t e  s u r v e y o r s ,  th e  t e rm s  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h ­

i c s  a n d  l i k e  w o r d i n g s  a r e  m e r e l y  

p h ra s e s  w r i t t e n  in to  th e  te a c h in g  h a n d ­

b o o k .

F r o m  m y  d a y - t o - d a y  c o n ta c t  w i th  f e l ­

lo w  m e m b e r s  s u p e r v i s in g  g r a d u a t e  s u r ­

v e y o r s  as w e l l  as th e  h u n d r e d s  o f  T P C  

c a n d id a te s  I h a v e  s een  o v e r  th e  p a s t  few  

y e a r s ,  th e  su b je c t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n ­

d u c t  an d  e t h ic s  w as  s e l d o m  t o u c h e d  

u p o n  d u r in g  the  p e r i o d  o f  T P C  t r a in in g .

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  D e c la r a t i o n  a p p e a r in g  

in  th e  m e m b e r s h i p  a p p l i c a t i o n  fo rm ,  

a p p l i c a n t s  u n d e r t a k e ,  in th e  e v e n t  o f  

b e in g  e le c te d ,  to  a b id e  b y  th e  C o n s t i t u ­

t i o n  a n d  B y e  L a w s  ( f ro m  w h ic h  th e  

C o d e  o f  C o n d u c t  o b ta in e d  its m a n d a te )  

o f  th e  In s t i t u te .  B u t  h o w  m a n y  (o r  h o w  

f ew )  o f  th e  a p p l i c a n t s  m a k in g  su ch  a 

D e c la r a t io n  an d  U n d e r t a k i n g  a re  aw a re  

of,  o r  at le a s t  h a v e  s ig h te d ,  th e  I n s t i ­

t u t e d  b ib l e  d o c u m e n ts ?

I q u i t e  a g re e  w i th  P r o f e s s o r  W a l k e r ’s 

m e s s a g e  a p p e a r in g  in  th e  F e b r u a r y  i s ­

sue  o f  th e  n e w s le t t e r  th a t  m o r e  r e s e a rc h  

a c t iv i t ie s  by  th e  s u r v e y in g  p r o f e s s i o n  is 

r e q u i r e d  in  o rd e r  to  k e e p  us  at th e  f o r e ­

f r o n t  o f  th e  i n d u s t ry  an d  m a in t a in  th e  

l o n g - t e r m  c r e d ib i l i t y  o f  th e  In s t i t u te .  

M e a n w h i l e  an d  in  o rd e r  th a t  w e ,  as a 

c l ie n t  b a s e d  p r o f e s s i o n  w i th in  th e  c o m ­

m e r c i a l  w o r ld ,  n e e d  to  u p h o ld  o u r  p u b ­

l ic  im a g e  o f  b e in g  an  e s t e e m e d  p r o f e s ­

s io n a l  so th a t  w e  c o u ld  m a in t a in  o u r  

c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  a m o n g s t  o u r  p e e r / a l ­

l i ed  p ro f e s s i o n a l s .  T r a c i n g  o u r  e x i s t ­

e n c e  as a p r o f e s s i o n  d o w n  th e  ro a d ,  w e  

n e e d  to  m a in t a in  and  e n h a n c e  th e  q u a l ­

i ty  an d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  g r a d u a t e s  b e in g  

p r o d u c e d  by  the  t e r t i a ry  in s t i tu t io n s  and  

all the  w a y  th r o u g h  th e  T P C / A P C  p e ­

r iod .

T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  C o n d u c t ,  E t h i c s  an d  

M o r a l s  r e la t i n g  to  P ro f e s s io n a l s  at la rge  

h a s  r e m a in e d  a d i f f i c u l t  to p ic  to  h a n d le ,  

an d  h e n c e  has  s to o d  a l o o f  as th e  ta b o o  

o f  the  r e s p e c t i v e  g ro u p s  o f  e l i te .  To 

m o d i f y  on e  o f  th e  f a m o u s  q u o ta t io n s  by

J F  K e n n e d y ,  I h e r e b y  r e q u e s t  m e m b e r s  

at l a rg e ,  in c lu d in g  m e m b e r s - to - b e ,  to

“  a sk  n o t  h o w  the  C o d e  o f  C o n d u c t

c a n  m e r i t i z e  y o u ;  a s k  h o w  y o u  can  

m e r i t i z e  the  C o d e  o f  C o n d u c t  ， ， ！ ！

Y o u rs  fa i th fu l ly

D a v id  W  W  C h a n ,  F R IC S ,  F H K IS

G E N E R A L  P R A C T I C E  
D I V I S I O N

T h e  G P D iv i s io n  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  a l i s t  o f  

f i rm s  p ro v i d in g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v ic e s  

fo r  G P  s u r v e y in g  in  H o n g  K o n g .  T h e  

p a r t i c u l a r s  in  th e  l i s t  a re  b a s e d  on  the  

i n f o rm a t io n  by  v a r io u s  f i rm s  on  a q u e s ­

t i o n n a i r e  i s su e d  by  th e  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  

O ff ice .  C o p ie s  o f  th i s  l i s t  w i l l  be  k ep t  

in th e  O f f i c e  an d  g iv e n  to  th e  p u b l i c  on 

re q u e s t .  F o r  f i rm s  w h o s e  n a m e s  do  no t  

a p p e a r  in th is  l i s t  a n d  w is h  to  h a v e  th e i r  

n a m e s  in c lu d e d ,  p l e a s e  s e n d  p a r t i c u l a r s  

to  th e  O f f i c e  b e fo r e  23 M a y  1995. T h is  

i n f o rm a t io n  sha l l  b e  in c o r p o r a t e d  in  the  

r e v i s e d  l i s t  in  J u ly  1995.

W O R K S  巳R A N C H

Quality Assurance:
Recognition o f  Certifying Bodies

C o p y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  r e c e iv e d  

f r o m  the  S e c re t a ry  o f  W o rk s  a d d re s s e d  

to  v a r io u s  S e le c t i o n  B o a r d s  an d  A p ­

p r o v e d  S p e c i a l i s t  C o n t r a c to r s .

T h e  S e c re t a ry  fo r  W o r k s ,  in  h is  le t te r s ,  

w is h e s  to  c la r i fy  th e  fo l lo w in g ,  to  a v o id  

p o s s i b l e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s .  T h e  f o l ­

lo w in g  is a c o p y  o f  th e  t e x t  o f  the  s e c ­

o n d  p a r a g r a p h  o f  th e  S e c r e t a r y ’s le t-  

te r : -

“Recently ， we have received enquiries 
regarding the acceptability o f  compa­

nies offering certification services to 

[approved contractors!consultants]. To 
avoid misunderstanding， [contractors! 

consultants] must be certified by the 
Hong Kong Quality Assurance Agency  

(HKQAA), or by an accredited certify­

ing body operating under an implemen­

tation agreement o f  a memorandum o f  

understanding (MOU) with HKQAA fo r  

the purposes o f  our quality po licy .”
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L A N D S  D E P A R T M E N T  A U C T I O N  O F  V A C A N T  F L A T S

This article highlights some o f  the lesser known aspects o f  the Government’s (Lands Department) disposal programme!!

W h i le  L a n d s  D e p a r t m e n t ’s L a n d  A u c t io n  S a le s  p r o g r a m m e s  r e c e iv e s  a h ig h  d e g re e  o f  m e d ia  e x p o s u r e ,  a n o th e r ,  l e s s e r  k n o w n ,  

d i s p o s a l  p r o g r a m m e  q u ie t ly  c o n t in u e s .

O n  th e  2 9 th  M a r c h ,  f iv e  v a c a n t  r e s id e n t i a l  f la ts  in K o w lo o n  w e re  a u c t io n e d  o f f  by  H e rb e r t  L e u n g  (G o v e r n m e n t  L a n d  A g e n t )  

an d  T o n y  O s th e i m e r  ( C h ie f  E s ta te  S u rv e y o r )  o f  th e  L a n d s  D e p a r t m e n t ’s E s ta te  M a n a g e m e n t  S ec t io n .

T h e  a u c t io n  a t t r a c te d  a g o o d  r e s p o n s e  w i th  al l f iv e  f la ts  b e in g  s o ld  at h ig h e r  th a n  e x p e c t e d  p r i c e s ,  th e  h ig h l ig h t  b e in g  the  sa le  

o f  a 4 7 .3  sq  m  f l a t  on  th e  8 th  f l o o r  o f  81 C h a th a m  R o a d  S o u th  in T s im  S h a  T su i  fo r  $ 2 ,4 6 0 ,0 0 0 .

T h e  re su l t s  a re  t a b u la t e d  b e lo w  an d  th e  p h o to g r a p h s  sh o w  H e r b e r t  L e u n g ,  T o n y  O s th e i m e r  an d  A n g e la  L a m  e x t r a c t in g  b id s  

f r o m  th e  f loo r .

P roperty  Area

4 /F ,  F ro n t  P o r t io n ,  6 0 .4

103 T a i  N a n  S t r e e t

F la t  C, 8 /F

81 C h a th a m  R o a d  S o u th

2 /F ,  H a i  T a n  S t r ee t  

4 /F ,  135 T a i  N a n  S t r e e t  

3 /F ,  10A C h e u n g

71.3  

52 .6

F a t  S t r e e t  4 6 .6

User  

in sq m

R e s id e n t i a l

R ealised
Price

$ 9 5 0 ,0 0 0

R ealised  

Price  

per sq m

$ 1 5 ,7 2 8

Purchaser

Y au  M a n  I n v e s tm e n t  L td

47 .3  R e s id e n t i a l  $ 2 ,4 6 0 ,0 0 0  $ 5 2 ,0 0 8  H ig h  R o l l e r  C o  L td

R e s id e n t ia l  $ 9 2 0 ,0 0 0  $ 1 2 ,9 0 3  M r  C h e u n g  S in g  C h a u

R e s id e n t i a l  $ 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  $ 1 5 ,2 0 9  Y au  M a n  I n v e s tm e n t  L td

R e s id e n t i a l  $ 9 8 0 ,0 0 0  $ 2 1 ,0 3 0  H o i  S u e n  E n te r p r i s e s  L td
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LEGAL
B y  C .  J .  W i l s o n  
B a k e r  8c  M c K e n z i e

T h e  fo c u s  o f  th is  m o n t h ’s a r t ic le  is a 

su b jec t  w h ic h  a lw ay s  c rea te s  e x c i t e m e n t  

and  d e b a te  a m o n g  the  c o n s t ru c t io n  c o m ­

m u n i ty ,  n a m e ly  th a t  o f  g lo b a l  c la im s .

A  g loba l  c l a im  is on e  w h ic h  re l ie s  u p o n  a 

se r ies  o f  in te r r e la t e d  e v e n t s  to  e s ta b l i sh  

r igh ts  to t im e  o r  m o n e y  w h e re  th e  e n t i t l e ­

m e n ts  a re  n o t  b ro k e n  d o w n  and  l in k ed  

c a u sa l ly  to  th e  in d iv id u a l  ev en t s  g iv in g  

r ise  to  them .

T he  c la im an t  s im ply  asse r ts  tha t  his  losses  

or  the  d e la y s  e tc  w e re  c a u s e d  by  the  

to ta l i ty  o f  the  even ts .

P le a d in g  an d  p ro v in g  a c la im  in  th is  w ay  

is o b v io u s ly  m u c h  s im p le r  th a n  re la t in g  

in d iv id u a l  e v e n t s  to  th e i r  e f f ec ts  an d  in 

tu rn  to  th e  lo s se s ,  a l th o u g h  th e re  are  c e r ­

ta in  r i sk s  as w il l  be  e x p la in e d  b e lo w .  

C r i t ic s  o f  g lo b a l  c l a im s  say  th a t  they  are  

f r e q u e n t ly  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  im p o s s i b le  to  

dea l  w ith  and  e f fec t iv e ly  r ev e r se  the  usual  

onus  o f  p r o o f  - i.e . so th a t  the  o n u s  is on 

the  r e s p o n d e n t  to  sh o w  w h y  th e  c l a im a n t  

sh o u ld  n o t  b e  c o m p e n sa te d .

P r io r  to  1 9 9 1 ， c o n t ra c to r s  had ,  fo r  yea rs ,  

a d v a n c e d  d e la y  an d  d i s ru p t io n  c la im s  

fo rm u la te d  on  a g loba l  bas i s .  T h o s e  p r e ­

s en t ing  c a se s  in  th is  w a y  r e l ie d  on the  

p r in c ip le  se t  fo r th  in  th e  w e l l  k n o w n  d e ­

c i s ions  o f  J. C ro sb y  & Sons  v. P o r t la n d  

U P C  and  M e r to n  v. L each .  T h a t  p r i n c i ­

p le  w as  th a t  w h e re  a c la im  fo r  t im e  or 

m o n e y  re l ie s  on  v a r io u s  ev en t s  w h o se  

c o n se q u e n c e s  h a v e  a c o m p le x  in t e r a c ­

t ion  w h ic h  re n d e r s  spec i f ic  r e la t i o n  b e ­

tw e e n  the  e v e n t  and  the  t im e /m o n e y  c o n ­

seq u e n c e s  im p o s s ib le  o r  im p ra c t ic a b le ,  

it  is p e rm is s ib l e  to  m a in ta in  a c o m p o s i t e  

c la im  p r o v id e d  the re  is no  d u p l ic a t io n  

and  any  p re c o n d i t i o n s  th a t  ap p ly  a re  s a t ­

i s f ied  in  r e la t io n  to  al l c a u sa t iv e  even ts .

H o w e v e r ,  in  the  1991 case  o f  W h a r f  v. 

C u m in e  ( N o .2) the  P r iv y  C o u n c i l  m a d e  

s t a te m e n ts  w h ic h  co u ld  be  in te rp r e te d  as 

re s t r i c t in g  th e  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  th e se  p r i n ­

c ip le s  to  d e a l in g  w i th  th e  fo r m u la t io n  o f  

f in an c ia l  aw a rd s ,  so th a t  c l a im a n ts  w o u ld  

s t i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  p le a d  in  a d e ta i l e d  

w ay  d e l a y in g  an d  d i s ru p t iv e  even ts  and  

the  n e x u s  w i th  th e  d e lay  or  f in a n c ia l  loss  

caused .  T h is  w as  p o te n t ia l ly  g o o d  n ew s  

fo r  r e s p o n d e n ts .

C o n t r a c t o r s ’ c o n c e r n s  t h a t  th e  P r iv y  

C o u n c i l ’s c o m m e n t s  m ig h t  b e  u sed  in 

su b se q u e n t  dec is io n s  to  re s t r ic t  the  p l e a d ­

ing  o f  g lo b a l  c la im s  a p p e a r  n o w  to  h av e  

b e e n  u n fo u n d e d  as th e re  h a v e  b e e n  a 

n u m b e r  o f  su b se q u e n t  d e c i s io n s  w h ic h  

r e in fo rc e  the  t r a d i t io n a l  a p p ro ach .

T w o  o f  the  m o s t  r e c e n t  d ec i s io n s  are 

G M T C  T o o ls  an d  E q u ip m e n t  L td .  v. 

Y u a s a  W a r w ic k  M a c h in e ry  L td .  an d  B r i t ­

ish  A i rw a y s  P e n s io n  T ru s te e s  L td .  v. S ir  

R o b e r t  M c A lp in e  & Sons  L td .  and  O th ­

ers.

In  G M T C  the  p la in t i f f  w as  c l a im in g  fo r  

b r e a c h e s  o f  c o n t ra c t  in r e la t io n  to  a c o m ­

p u te r  c o n t ro l l e d  l a th e  a n d  w as  c o m p la i n ­

ing  o f  b r e a k d o w n s  and  r e s u l t in g  losses .

In  the  c o u rse  o f  the  p ro c e e d in g s  the  Ju d g e  

h a d  o rd e re d  the  p la in t i f f  to  se t  o u t  its 

c a se  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  sch e d u le  

w h ic h  r e la te d  th e  b r e a k d o w n s  an d  c o m ­

p la in ts  to  in d iv id u a l  am o u n ts  o f  loss.

W h e n  the  p la in t i f f  w as  u n a b le  to  do th is  

the  Ju d g e  s t ruck  ou t  its p le a d in g s .

T h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l  he ld  th a t  the  Ju d g e  

had  b e e n  in c o r r e c t  to  fo rce  the  p la in t i f f  

to  se t  ou t  its c l a im  in  a p a r t i c u l a r  w ay .

T h e y  sa id  tha t  the  p la in t i f f  w as  en t i t l ed  

to  fo r m u la te  its c l a im  fo r  d a m a g e s  as it 

w ish e d  and  sh o u ld  no t  b e  fo r c e d  in to  a 

s t r a ig h t - j a c k e t  o f  the  J u d g e ’s o r  h is  o p ­

p o n e n t ’s ch o o s in g .  S in ce  th e  p la in t i f f  

w as  say in g  n o t  on ly  th a t  it  d id  no t  a l lege  

a d irec t  l ink  b e tw een  the  ind iv idua l  b r e a k ­

d o w n s  and  p a r t i c u l a r  i t em s  o f  loss ,  b u t  

th a t  such  a d i r ec t  l ink  c o u ld  n o t  be  e s t a b ­

l i sh ed ,  the  C o u r t  sh o u ld  a l lo w  th e m  to 

p ro c e e d  w ith  the  c la im  as th e y  w ish e d  to 

p r e s e n t  it.

In  B r i t i sh  A i rw a y s  the  c la im  w as  the  

r e v e r s e  o f  the  n o rm a l  g lo b a l  c la im .  In  

th is  case  the  fo r m e r  o w n e r  o f  a b u i ld in g  

w as  su in g  the  c o n t ra c to r s  and  a rch i te c t s  

fo r  d a m a g e s  c a u s e d  by  d e fec t s  in the  

bu i ld in g .  T h e y  a l le g e d  a la rge  n u m b e r  o f  

de fec ts  an d  sa id  th a t  they  had  lo s t  a g lo ­

ba l  su m  o f  m o n e y  on  the  sa le  o f  the  

b u i ld in g  as a re s u l t  o f  its co n d i t io n .  T he  

d e fe n d a n ts  sa id  th a t  they  w e re  e m b a r ­

r a s se d  by  th is  p le a d in g  in  tha t  th e y  w e re  

n o t  e ach  r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  all  the  a l leg ed  

de fec ts  a n d  no  a p p o r t io n m e n t  o f  the  d a m ­

ages  a m o n g  the  d e fec t s  h ad  b e e n  m ade .

T h e y  ap p l ie d  fo r  an  o rd e r  p r e v e n t in g  the  

p la in t i f f  f ro m  p ro c e e d in g  w i th  th e  c la im  

in  th i s  fo rm .

T h e  C o u r t  r e j e c te d  the  ap p l ic a t io n .  T h e  

b a s ic  p u rp o s e  o f  p le a d in g s  is to  en a b le  

th e  o p p o s in g  p a r ty  to  k n o w  w h a t  c a se  is 

b e in g  m a d e  in  su f f ic ien t  d e ta i l  to  en a b le  

tha t  p a r ty  p ro p e r ly  to  a n s w e r  it. T h e  

C o u r t  sa id  tha t  in  r e c e n t  yea rs  th e re  had  

b e e n  a te n d e n c y  to  fo rg e t  th i s  b a s ic  p u r ­

p o s e  and  to  seek  fu r th e r  p a r t ic u la r s  even  

w h e n  they  w e re  n o t  r ea l ly  req u i red .

“This is not only costly in itself, but is 
calculated to lead to delay and to inter­
locutory battles in which the parties and  
the Court pore over endless pages o f  
pleadings to see whether or not some 
particular point has been raised or an­
swered when in truth each party knows 
perfectly well what case is made by the 
other and is able properly to prepare to 
deal with it. Pleadings are not a game to 
be played at the expense o f  the litigants, 
nor an end in themselves, but a means to 
an end, and that end is to give the parties  
a fa ir  hearing.”

T h e  C o u r t  sa id  tha t  g e n e ra l  s t a te m e n ts  in 

a r e c e n t  e d i t io n  o f  a w e l l  k n o w n  t e x tb o o k  

(to th e  e f f ec t  th a t  g lo b a l  o r  c o m p o s i t e  

c la im s  w e re  e m b a r r a s s in g  and  ju s t i f i e d  

s t r ik in g  ou t)  w e re  n o t  a p p l ic a b le  to  e v e ry  

case .  T h is  w as  n o t  a c a se  in  w h ic h  the  

d e fe n d a n t s  w e re  u n d e r  any  u n fa i r  d i s a d ­

v a n ta g e  as a re s u l t  o f  the  p le a d in g s  b e in g  

p u t  f o r w a rd  in  a g lo b a l  w ay .

In  su m m a ry ,  it is c l e a r  tha t  th e  t id e  is 

w e l l  a n d  tru ly  f l o w in g  in  f a v o u r  o f  g loba l  

c la im s  w h e re  at le a s t  so m e  lo g ica l  r e a s o n  

can  b e  a d v a n c e d  fo r  p re s e n t in g  the  causa l  

ev en t s  as an  in te r r e la t e d  w ho le .

T h e  r i sk  in  su ch  a case  is th a t  so m e  pa r t  

o f  the  c la im  fa i ls  l e a v in g  the  a rb i t r a to r  or 

C o u r t  w i th  no  w ay  o f  a r r iv in g  at any  

a p p o r t io n m e n t .  In  th e o ry  the  c l a im a n t  

sh o u ld  fa i l  a l to g e th e r  in  th e se  c i r c u m ­

s tances  on  the  b a s i s  th a t  it h a s  n o t  e s t a b ­

l i sh e d  its case  to  the  r e q u i r e d  s t a n d a rd  of  

p ro o f .  W h i l s t  th is  r i sk  is f r e q u e n t ly  r e ­

f e r re d  to ,  m o s t  a rb i t r a to r s  at le a s t  are 

u n l ik e ly  to  w ish  to  see  a c la im  d e fe a te d  

a l to g e th e r  on th is  g ro u n d  an d  are  l ike ly  

to  a t te m p t  so m e  fo rm  o f  a p p o r t io n m e n t  

w h e re  th is  can  be  do n e  w i th  a s e m b la n c e  

o f  r e sp e c ta b i l i ty .
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JOIN A WINNING TEAM

LandElite is a leading surveyor firm providing full services on development consultancy, lease 
modification, compulsory acquisition, property valuation, investment agency and property 
management. 

Our history of project success, combined with our reputable professional services, positions us 
to excel at the most complex and challenging assignments. 

We have immediate career opportunities for aggressive and talented graduates who are willing 
to learn and meet challenges.

If working hard for a progressive company is of interest to you please submit your application 
to :

Estate Surveyor Trainees

行師
.

旦里
測盛峻

I
P

0
.

1 LandElite Surveyors Limited
香 港 中 環 雲 咸 街 22-28 號 四 寶 大 廋 5 樓  

電 話 : (852) 2869 7138 傳 眞 ：（852) 2869 6010

5/F., Sea Bird House,
22-28 Wyndham Street, Central, Hong Kong. 
Tel : (852) 2869 7138 Fax : (852) 2869 6010

Senior Quantity Surveyor

The W harf Group

derives its strength 

from Property, 

Infrastructure, Hotels 

and Communications 

with operations 

in Hong Kong , PRC, 

Singapore and 

the United States.

W e believe our success 

depends on 

the strength of our 

Human Resources and 

invite you to become 

one o f  our members.

The incumbent will be responsible for pre and post contract administration and monitoring including scrutiny/ 
preparation of cost estimates, tenders, contracts and subcontract documents; budgetary control; evaluation o f  VO 
and payment claims; preparation o f  financial reports and settlement of final accounts.

Candidates should be qualified members o f  HKIS/RICS with a minimum of 3 years post-qualification experience in 
similar capacity preferably gained in large development projects. He should possess effective communication skills 
and be able to demonstrate initiative and work under pressure.

Quantity Surveyors/  
Assistant Quantity Surveyors

The incumbent will be responsible for providing general QS services for pre and post contract which include taking 
off of  quantities from drawings; scrutiny/preparation of cost estimates, tenders, contracts and subcontract docu­
ments; evaluation of VO and payment claims and settlement of  final accounts. Travelling to PRC is required.

Candidates should be post secondary graduates with at least 4 years QS working experience preferably gained in 
large development companies with exposure in PRC projects. They should be able to work under pressure and 
communicate effectively and fluently in English, Chinese and Putonghua. Candidates with less experience will be 
considered for the positions o f  Assistant Quantity Surveyors.

Please apply with resume, stating contact telephone number, date available, present and expected salaries together 
with a recent photo to GPO Box 760， Hong Kong (please quote REF: PER on envelope.

(Applicants not being invited for interview within one month may consider their applications filed for future 
reference.)


